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Men’s Basketball Takes Advantage of the 
Charity Stripe to Top App 
The Eagles play host to Coastal Carolina Monday at 7 p.m. 
STATESBORO, Ga. – Tookie Brown and Ike Smith combined for 57 points and 26 made free 
throws, and Georgia Southern shot 34 of 47 from the foul line to ward off Appalachian State, 92-
88, in Sun Belt Conference men's basketball action Saturday evening in Hanner Fieldhouse. 
 
Brown made 17 of 23 from the charity stripe, all in the second half, to break the school record in 
the Division I era, and Smith canned 9 of 12. Brown finished with 32 points, and Smith scored 
25 and hit 7 of 10 from the floor and 2 of 3 from 3-point range. 
 
B.J. Gladden posted his first career double-double with 11 points and 11 rebounds for Georgia 
Southern (13-6, 6-0), which won its seventh straight game. 
 
Ronshad Shabazz tallied a career-high 36 points to go along with seven rebounds and three 
assists to lead Appalachian State (6-11, 1-5). Emarius Logan scored 17, and Craig Hinton 
chipped in nine points and seven boards. Jake Babic finished with 11 points. 
 
The story 
After building a five-point halftime lead, Brown netted five points in a 9-2 Georgia Southern run 
to start the second half, and the sophomore's layup 3:36 into the stanza opened a 46-34 cushion 
for the Eagles. 
 
App worked the margin down to five points twice midway through the second period as the fouls 
piled up for the home side but could not get over the hump. Leading 60-55, Georgia Southern 
pushed the lead back into double digits with a 7-1 spurt, keyed by a conventional 3-point play by 
Gladden with 9:18 left. 
 
The Mountaineers made one last charge late in the game and worked the margin down to 85-81 
on a Babic triple from the corner with 31 seconds left, but Mike Hughes and Brown combined to 
go 7 of 8 from the free throw line to seal the win. Georgia Southern made 15 of 20 from the line 
in the final two minutes of the contest. 
 
The Eagles shot 53 percent from the floor for the game and 68 percent in the second half. 
Appalachian State shot 44 percent and cashed in on just 14 of their 22 freebies. The teams were 
whistled for a combined 56 fouls in the contest. 
 
Quotables 
Head coach Mark Byington 
"We're 6-0 in the Sun Belt, but I'm not happy with the way we played. First off, I thought App 
State deserves some credit. They have some young players who are talented and played well, and 
they forced a lot of the issues we had. But we have championship aspirations, and it's not just 
that we want to win a game but we want constant improvement. We want to get better every 
game, and by this point in a lot of guys' careers, we shouldn't be making some of the mental 
mistakes we make. We have to be locked in the entire game and finish. We have to learn from it 
and make sure we don't make the same mistake twice." 
 
On B.J. Gladden playing center 
"We thought we might just have one big tonight so we had a couple different things we were 
comfortable with when B.J. was at the five, and that group played well in the first half. We were 
really small, but we did a good job with a lot of things. Wherever I put B.J., he'll play hard and 
do his job. He's a very good rebounder, and he made some great defensive rebounds tonight, 
where he soared over everybody and we need them." 
 
Sophomore Tookie Brown 
"I've never shot that many free throws in a game. Tonight was just one of those nights that I had 
to go to the line and knock some free throws down. I just had to stay locked in and focus on the 
things I needed to do at the free throw line. My routine is to just be calm and take deep breaths 
and act like I'm in a gym by myself." 
 
Gladden 
On playing center 
"It's a little bit of an adjustment. I played big when I was in high school so I'm kind of used to 
being down there battling with the big boys. It's definitely an adjustment but I'll do whatever it 
takes to win." 
 
Next up 
Georgia Southern plays host to Coastal Carolina Monday in Hanner Fieldhouse. Tipoff is set for 
7 p.m. 
 
Promotions for Monday: Salute to Heroes Night – GS will honor members of the military, 
police department, fire department and EMS. Active duty and veteran military personnel and 
first responders will be admitted free and may purchase discounted $5 general admission tickets 
for their families. 
 
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its official 
website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels facebook.com/GSAthletics, 
twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles and Android app Eagles GATA. For 
tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, visit GSEagles.com/tickets.  
 
